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The 37th stamp in the Black Heritage series honors Shirley Chisholm 
(1924-2005), the first black woman ever elected to Congress. An outspoken 
politician who shattered barriers of race and gender in the 1960s and 
1970s, Chisholm ran for president in 1972, becoming the first African 
American and only the second woman to seek the nomination of a major 
political party. She later wrote of her unsuccessful bid, "The next time a 
woman runs, or a black, or a Jew or anyone from a group that the country 
is 'not ready' to elect to its highest office, I believe that he or she will be 
taken seriously from the start... I ran because somebody had to do it first." 
Born Shirley Anita St. Hill in Brooklyn, New York, on November 30, 1924, 
the future politician was the child of Caribbean immigrants. Her mother 
was a seamstress from Barbados, and her father was a factory worker from 
Guyana. She spent part of her childhood with her maternal grandmother in 
Barbados, where she attended strict, traditional, British-style schools. 
A talented student, St. Hill returned to New York, graduated from Brooklyn 
College in 1946, and began working in early childhood education. She 
advanced quickly from a teacher's aide to a consultant for New York City's 
Division of Day Care. While pursuing a graduate degree at Columbia 
University, she met and married Conrad Chisholm. All the while, she stayed 
involved in local politics. In 1964, Chisholm's political career took off in 
earnest with her election to the New York State Assembly. 
Chisholm served in Congress from 1969 to 1983. She died on January 1, 2005, 
having already spoken of her legacy. "I'd like them to say that Shirley 
Chisholm had guts," she said. "That's how I'd like to be remembered." 
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Shirley Chisholm 
~ "UN BOUGHT AND UN BOSSED." That was the 
slogan of maverick politician Shirley Chisholm 
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(1924-2005), who shattered barriers, spoke her 
mind, stood up for the disadvantaged, and in 
1968 became the first black woman ever elected 
to Congress. 
Chisholm first ran for Congress in 1968. She 
campaigned in her Bedford-Stuyvesant 
neighborhood with a sound truck that 
announced, "Ladies and gentlemen ... this is 
fighting Shirley Ch isholm." A politician who was 
not beholden to the traditional Democratic Party 
machinery, Chisholm's campaign motto was 
"Un bought and Un bossed ." She won the election 
and entered Congress in 1969, the first black 
woman ever to do so. Regarding her historic win, 
Chisholm later remarked, "That I am a national 
figure because I was the first person in 192 years 
to be at once a congressman, black and a 
woman proves, I think, that our society is not 
yet either just or free." 
Chisholm scored another historic first in 
1972 when she declared her candidacy for the 
Democratic nomination for Presrd~ t, 
becoming the first African American r\d only 
the second woman to seek the nomination of a 
major political party. Despite paltry financial 
included women, minorities, and young 
ople, got her on the ballot in fourteen states. 
ratic National Convention before 
won the party's nomination. 
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The first black woman ever elected to Congress, Shirley Chisholm 
(1924-2005) was an outspoken politician who shattered barriers and stood 
up for the disadvantaged. Chisholm ran for President in 1972, becoming the 
first African American and only the second woman to seek the nomination 
of a major political party. She later wrote of her unsuccessful bid, "I ran 
because somebody had to do it first. The next time a woman runs, or a 
black, or a Jew or anyone from a group that the country is 'not ready' to 
elect to its highest office, I believe that he or she will be taken seriously 
from the start." 
Chisholm first ran for Congress in 1968, campaigning in her Brooklyn 
neighborhood with a sound truck that announced, "Ladies and 
gentlemen ... this is fighting Shirley Chisholm coming through." A maverick 
who was not beholden to the traditional Democratic party machinery, 
Chisholm's campaign motto was "Unbought and Unbossed." She won the 
election and entered Congress in 1969. 
Chisholm scored another historic first in 1972 when she declared her 
candidacy for the Democratic nomination for President. She received more 
than 150 delegate votes at the Democratic National Convention before 
George McGovern won the party's nomination. 
Chisholm served in Congress until January 1983. She continued to speak 
out for the rights of women, people of color, and the poor. She was also a 
founding member of the Congressional Black Caucus and the National 
Women's Political Caucus. She died on January 1, 2005, having already 
spoken of her legacy. "I'd like them to say that Shirley Chisholm had guts," 
she said. "That's how I'd like to be remembered." 













































































Friday, January 31, 2014 ■ 11 a.m. 
Brooklyn Borough Hall 
209 Joralemon Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11 201 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
Anika Noni Rose 
Actress 
PRESENTATION OF COLORS 
New York City Joint Service 
Color Guard 
NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Renaissance Steel Chamber 
Ensemble 
INVOCATION 
Reverend Gary V. Simpson 
Senior Pastor 
Concord Baptist Church 
WELCOME 
Eric L. Adams 
Brooklyn Borough President 
INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 
Anika Noni Rose 
VIDEO PRESENTATION 
Shirley Chisholm Biography 
OFFICIAL STAMP DEDICATION 
Ronald A. Stroman 
Deputy Postmaster General 
United States Postal Service 
TRIBUTES 
The Honorable Charles B. Rangel 
The Honorable Nydia M. Velazquez 
The Honorable Yvette D. Clarke 
The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
Ambassador Andrew Young 
Dr. Karl W. Reid 
Senior Vice President 
Research, Innovation and 
Member College Engagement 
United Negro College Fund 
The Reverend Al Sharpton 
Founder and President 
National Action Network 
LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 
Renaissance Steel Chamber 
Ensemble 
CLOSING 








































J~ .-:"'" --.. ... 1 
• 
\~·~ 
',lflRLEY CH IStr'OLM 
nm 
FIRST DAY II II II OF ISSUE 
Januacy31,2014 * Brooklyn, NY 112()1 
FIRST-DAY-OF-ISSUE 
CEREMONY 
P R O G R A M ~ UNITEDST/JTES ~ POST/JL SERVICE® 
Celebrate the Art of Stamps R
od
ne
y L
aw
ren
ce
 H
urs
t S
r. P
ap
ers
 
Th
om
as
 G
 C
arp
en
ter
 Li
bra
ry 
 
Sp
ec
ial
 C
oll
ec
tio
ns
